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PREFACE 


HE ten MSS. illustrated in this volume, the third of the 

series, had their origin in widely differing countries, from 
Spain to Samarcand. I should perhaps mention here that the 
attribution of my Persian MS. to Samarcand is on the authority 
of Dr. Martin, of Stockholm, who has made a very special 
study of Persian art. Now Samarcand is about 1,000 miles 
from Ispahan, or Shiraz, at one of which towns Mr. Kearney 
considered it probable that the MS. had been produced, and it 
is likely that a good deal of further study and exploration will 
be necessary before we arrive at any very certain conclusions 
about the Miniature Art of Central Asia and Persia. Attention 
should also be drawn to the relation of Byzantine art to that 
of more eastern countries. It is impossible to examine any 
fine Byzantine ornamentation, such as that employed in the 
Greek Evangel (Plates XX to XX VII of the present volume), 
without observing an intimate connection between the minia- 
turists of Constantinople and the carpet-weavers of Central 
Asia, a connection almost as evident as that with which we are 
so familiar in the resemblance of the earlier productions of 
Ireland, Spain, Italy, Germany, and France to the figure 
painting of Byzantium. 

I will only add that, in regard to the Metz Pontifical, the 
possession of which I owe to a recent bequest under the will 


iil 


of the late Sir Thomas Brooke, Bart., it would have well 
deserved more copious illustration. It had, however, been 
already so completely facsimiled in the volume which its late 
owner offered to the Roxburghe Club a few years ago, that I 
felt that little more was required than a reference to that volume 
and to the admirable description of the MS. by the Rev. 
E. S. Dewick which is printed therewith. 

The two Portulani, of which photographs are given here, 
I owe to the bequest of my grandfather, the late Joseph 
Brooks Yates, who died in 1855. They are the most modern 
MSS. in my hundred and have so far kept their places Azetates 
causé. \n the forthcoming volume of my descriptive catalogue 
I hope to give the portraits of my two benefactors. 

a le 


19, PORTMAN SQUARE, LONDON. 
July, 1912. 
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Manuscript No. 97 (CataLtocug, H. Y. T. MSS. 
SECOND SERIES) 


BEATUS SUPER APOCALYPSUM 


-] “HE volume from which these ten plates are taken was produced 
in the year 894 a.D. at the command of an abbot named Victor, in 
a monastery dedicated to St. Michael, in the north of Spain, and is the 
earliest known copy of a pictorial Spanish Beatus. Its illumination 
resembles in one respect the early Irish MSS. of about the same date, 
the figures being much ruder than the ornamentation. The figures, 
however, are much better drawn, though the ornamentation is far less 
delicate than what we find in the Celtic masterpieces of Irish art. The 
colouring is barbaric, reds and yellows (the colours of the Spanish flag) 
predominating in almost every picture. The figure painting betrays 
a connection with Byzantium, while the horseshoe arches point to 
Saracenic influence. 

This is the only Spanish MS. in my collection. Though not the 
earliest in date, it is the most archaic in style, and the most startling in 
its colouring. In only two of the ninety pictures contained in it has any 
gold been used, and that sparingly. The plates are very slightly smaller 
than the originals. The reds come out a good deal darker, and the 
yellows a good deal lighter in the photographs than they ought to be. 


Puate IX, f. 1. The initial “I” on this page is interesting 
because of its remarkable resemblance to similar letters in the Latin 
Gospels last described. The rude Spaniard had evidently seen Tours 
work, and in his barbaric way carefully imitated it. 


PiaTte X, f. 9. Among the earlier pages of the MS. were full- 
page pictures of the Evangelists, and in the case of each of them, the 
opposite page (this plate shows that opposite to St. Luke) represents 
two angels who stand facing one another and holding between them a 
“chasse,” containing doubtless the Gospel of the Evangelist represented 
on the opposite page. Above is a human figure, half length, winged, 
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Manuscript No. 99 (CATALoGuE, H. Y. T. MSS. 
SECOND SERIES) 


EVANGELISTARIUM GRAECUM 


HIS splendid volume began its long life about 1100 a.D. in 

Byzantium, where it was used for service in one of the many 
churches that adorned that city. It was numbered 245 in the Duke of 
Hamilton’s Library, at his Palace near Glasgow. The German Govern- 
ment bought it for the Royal Museum of Berlin in 1882, and sold it 
again with others in 1889. It is not known howthe Duke of Hamilton 
acquired it. The German Government may be supposed to have sold 
it from motives of economy. It is certain that no finer specimen of 
Byzantine art adorns their shelves. 


Pirate XX, f. 1. The border, in which blue predominates, is of 
conventional foliage. The writing below, the opening verses of the 
Gospel of St. John, is in gold, the capital “E” having all the delicacy 
of an enamel. The picture is divided into two parts: on the left the 
risen Christ, triumphant in death, grasps the wrist of an aged man 
(Adam), who emerges from a sarcophagus, while the prostrate Death 
clutches at his knees, and Eve in red prays in the background. King 
David and another prophet (? Moses) look on. In the picture on the 
right, St. John, bearded and nimbed, looks up to the divine hand, 
while he dictates his gospel to Prochorus, his nimbed secretary. 


Pirate XXI, f. 5 and PLate XXII, f. 19b. Two examples of the 
stately Greek character in which the book is written, and of the little 
figures, in this case of St. John, Christ, etc., which, from time to time, 
are inserted alongside of the text. In Plate XXII are seen (a) a figure 
of Christ, standing before a tower, from which emerge the heads of two 
men; (4) three sick persons in beds; (c) a cistern representing the Pool 
of Bethesda; (@) four figures—the paralytic, with his bed on his back, 
a Pharisee, a Jew (quite a classical figure), and a scribe. 
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PLaTE XXIII, f. 49. St. Matthew sits in an armchair by his 
writing-desk, a stylus with a knobbed end in his right hand. The back- 
ground is of gold, the picture framed in an exquisite border. 


PLaTE XXIV, f. 125. St. Luke sits on a stool and writes on his 
knee. Note his inkstand and compasses. The initial “T” of his 
Gospel has a little figure of St. John worked into it. 


PLate XXV, f. 218. St. Mark seated in a wickerwork chair, with 
an open book. Among his writing utensils is what looks like a flagon 
of wine. Buildings in the background, one of them surmounted by an 
Oriental cupola. A diminutive figure of St. Theodore of Tyre forms 
part of the initial “T”; he wears a cuirass, blue cloak and red tunic. 


PLATE XXVI, f. 294. This picture is in two divisions: on the left, 
the Synagogue of Nazareth, where Christ sits enthroned, and hands a 
book to an attendant. On one side of him sit two old Jews, evidently 
in a state of perplexity; on the other are two disciples. On the right, 
St. Simon lies dying on a straw mattress, attended by three monks. 
Behind is his column of red porphyry, with a white capital. A little 
St. Luke is in the initial “ T.” 

PLate XXVII, f. 336b. The Presentation, a small square picture, 
with the usual figures of Simeon, Anna and Joseph. 
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Manuscript No. 100 (CATALOGUE, H. Y. T. MSS. 
SECOND SERIES) 


COLLECTION OF PERSIAN LITERATURE 


HIS MS. was executed most probably at Samarcand, in the heart 

of Central Asia, for presentation to Iskander, “the most powerful 
Sultan and the most just Emperor, King of the Kings of the Arabs 
and Persians, shadow of God in the two countries, Lord of the water 
and the land, the greatest King, splendour of the world and the Faith; 
God make his power and sovereignty endure.” Its date is 1410 A.D. 
The Sultan Iskander was the grandson of Timur, the great Turki 
conqueror, generally known as Tamerlane (b. 1336, d. 1405), and was 
assassinated a few years after the presentation to him of this volume. I 
am giving plates of seventeen out of some forty illuminated pages, 
because the best early Persian work is little known, and because it is 
interesting to compare it with the best contemporary European book- 
painting, ¢g., the “ Belles Heures du Duc de Berri,” the production of 
which exactly coincides in date with this volume of Persian literature. 
Strange that the high-water mark of the miniature art should have been 
reached at almost the same period by painters in two such different 
atmospheres as those of Christian Paris and Mahometan Samarcand. 


Pirates XXVIII and X XIX. The first four pages, forming two 
beautiful Unwans (frontispieces, or opening pages). On one of these is 
found the dedication and panegyrical titles of Iskander quoted above. 
On another is a list of the works which the writer, Mahmid bin Murtaza, 
designed to incorporate in the book. Nothing in Western art surpasses 
in intricate elaboration these splendid Unwans, in which blue and gold 
predominate. Perhaps they are most comparable to some pages of the 
Book of Kells and the Lindisfarne Gospels. 


PLaTes XXX, XXXI, XXXII and XXXIII are specimens of the 
pages of ornament which abound in the volume, and which are generally 
executed in gold on a plain white ground, as in XXX and XXXI, or 
in faint colours, as in XX XII and XXXIII. 
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PLaTE XXXIV, p. 13. Grief in the Zenana on account of a 
poisoned drink. [lustration of a story told in the “ Makhzana I Asrar.” 


PLaTE XXXV, p. 33. Khusrau kills a lion before the eyes of 
Shirin. 


PLaTE XXXVI, p. 49. Grandeur of Khusrau’s court. 


PLaTE XX XVII, p. 80. Fight between the friends of Laila and 
the friends of Majnun. 


PLraTte XXXVIII, p. 105. Majnun dies on Laila’s tomb. 


PLaTeE XXXIX, p. 125. Bahram introduced into the Hall of the 


Seven Images. 


PLATE XL, p. 166. Victory of Alexander the Great, Darius taken 
and put to death. 


Prate XLI, p. 231. A polo game in which Gustasp is the principal 
player, but the Emperor of Rome (Greece) is also one. 


Piate XLII, p. 472. Adam and Eve in Paradise (illustrating the 
“ Tarikh-i Guzida” in its history of the prophets). 


Pirate XLIII, p. 513. Marriage of the Prophet to Khadija 
(Guzida). 


PLaTE XLIV, p. 649. Intended sacrifice of Isaac. 
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Manuscript No. 68 (CaTALocuE, H. Y. T. MSS. 
SECOND SERIES) 


FRENCH GOSPELS 


FINE example of a MS. of the tenth century, written in a 

Caroline hand, with examples of the formal clean-cut initials 
characteristic of the period, and two drawings of Evangelists. That of 
St. Matthew unfinished, that of St. Mark absent. 


Pirate XLV, f.11. The letters “L” and “I” elegantly interlaced 
on the opening page of Matthew. 


Pirate XLVI, f. 63. The letters “1” and “N ” similarly interlaced 
on the opening page of Mark. 


PrateE XLVII, ff. 99b and 100. Two pages which face one 
another at the beginning of St. Luke’s Gospel. On the left a rude but 
very characteristic figure of Luke sitting on a stool and writing; his 
book on a lectern. His eager face is surrounded by a halo of gold, 
printed over green, which is also the colouring of the lectern and of the 
sides of the footstool. The diminutive ox which sits aloft on the curtain- 
rod is likewise nimbed. The drawing, except for the gold, is entirely 
in sepia. On the right-hand page the Gospel opens with a fine 
capital “ Q.” 


Pirate XLVIII, f. 157b. The opening page of St. John, with the 


first two letters interlaced. 


For a volume similarly adorned compare the “Atlante Paleo- 
graphico-Artistico,” Turin, 1899, Plate XV, where a very similar 
capital “R” is displayed. The MS. from which that photograph is 
taken contains the lives of St. Columban and his disciples, and came 
into the Turin Library from the Monastery of Bobbio. I presume it 
was burnt in the fire of 1904. 
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Manuscript No. 42 (CATALOGUE, H. Y. T. MSS. 
First SERIES) 


WILLIAM OF TYRE (A) 


HIS is one of two MSS. of the “ History of the Crusades,” by 

William of Tyre, which were used by Paulin Paris in his work on 
that author, published in Paris, in two volumes, in 1879. William 
(b. 1130, d. 1190) was a Frenchman, and was made Patriarch of Tyre 
in 1167. The volume is of interest as being almost contemporary, 
about sixty or seventy years after the death of the historian, and is a 
fine example of a Historiated Chronicle of events. The colours which 
predominate in the miniatures are light blue and orange scarlet. 


Pirate XLIX, f. 29. The first Azstozrve having been removed, I 
give the opening of Book VI asan example of the writing and general 
style of the volume. It represents a battle scene with an armed bishop, 
in mitre and mail, and a Paynim with a dragon on his round shield. It 
represents one of the actions before Antioch, the bishop being probably 
Adhemar of Le Puy. 


Pirates L and LI. In these two plates are assembled all the 
miniatures that adorn the volume, one at the beginning of each book 
of the “ History.” 
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Manuscript No. CIII (Catatocugz, H. Y. T. MSS. 
FourTH SERIES) 


THE METZ PONTIFICAL 


HIS marvellous book has been so admirably described and so 

profusely illustrated by the Rev. E. S. Dewick, that I content 
myself here with facsimiles of five pages, in place of the four coloured 
plates and ninety-six collotypes which adorned his work. The Pontifical 
at that time belonged to Sir Thomas Brooke, Bart., who subsequently 
bequeathed it to me, and who had presented Mr. Dewick’s volume to 
the Roxburghe Club in 1902. In the long series of Roxburghe pub- 
lications it is second to none, and ranks with the reproductions of the 
Benedictional of St. Ethelwold and the Trinity College Apocalypse, 
which have since rivalled, but do not surpass it. 


Prate LII, f. 1. Watching the relics on the eve of the dedication. 
On the left is seen a white tent striped with blue, open in front, showing 
lay-folk, both men and women, kneeling before a reliquary which is 
richly gilt and decorated. This reliquary is in the form of a chapel, 
with three side windows and elaborate roof-cresting. By the convenient 
license of mediaeval perspective both gable-ends are shown at the 
same time. On the right is a conventional representation of the church 
to be dedicated. It has five bays, each with a traceried window of 
Geometrical Decorated style, and flying buttresses and pinnacles. The 
background is a diaper of burnished gold and blue lozenges, with white 
fleur-de-lys on the blue, and three impressed dots on each of the gold 
lozenges. 

The page is encircled by a border of leafy branches. On the right 
side, male and female figures disport themselves with musical instruments 
or play with birds. On the left side, two grotesques are fighting, armed 
respectively with club and spear, and defending themselves with round 
targets. The armorial shields in the border have been defaced. 


15 


aT 


oe rah 


ey 
}®> ss 
Dag 


z 
are | : yy x 
ZA el 
me ve <i 
\! 
=@>> 
5 


iS 
Z 
J] pa 


ZZ 
» 


q 
ap tgert ~ bY _ - / atte fl 
\ f Aba mares rl ys - 
» : : | ‘ r nit ae " ‘ : 
' | a ae a 
an = r : 
; ap w= f orate’ ash 4 
, \¢| ee 2 
\ = ua he | 4 
i = = A - :. 
YA a> 
—. —— eS er ae 
= 1 ——S ee 0 
'§) .. - ~o - , “4 - ry 
| or FES of 1% | 
we Pee .* 
Best Fe Ais be res BS fo AH © apy > Mind 9 bal 
SNP GMALION SE APL IINS 


; 
a 
£ 


Sa 
“ fi 
oe HF Nt ae + tent . * > 
NRL SILI. ANID NI NI Se WALRU NALIN ~y ert mg 
. ‘ ~ ‘ 
’ 


1, 
en 


} : 
ete) ox 
% \ 
¢ —\ ‘ , 
Lj 


3 


Po AEE AW o bie gt o bam 


mink whl . a2 


St A ——— 
‘@ y a 
eel 


Cs Bre cclciuc moc olen: aK 


; 1210. cate srame | 
a pqurant fe ad Dunit offic: | 
jm Dirdretoe ectic. Orca ve mye mo 4 
4 11g prepara fr bon ¢ O20 We 
ge wobitai. Crfine. Qeemus. oat 
cdetum tuts ra 


s 2) =e 


le 7 


eT 


pr anes ufta 


Orig. 


Itt & 4 


U 


rid 


* 
j}\ q 
<4\ 5 aera! 

* Peeee oe +>» 
= pages 1 
Me “4 

S| 

2 | 

a sas 
G is 
> 

C 

PI : 

2 


IMC Ueniens eps-ante Ipfhum. pth} 


¢ 


is LA Zz 
YO a 


4 


f 


) 


r 


020 
is 
att 
dimus 


prraris, 
wh 


nanont 


ut 


ray 


treme’d 
low 0 


Aq ue-m-omnt 


e 
14 


; # 
e:8 4 


WHS 0 
° 


Kio i a ee x oe 


mb; nts 


¢ fomp 


Ee 


* tue torus affifts. 
lica 


ae 
WE 


® mS «00k oan eee ol) > ap oWDeoe ol) > on okie ane’ wok 
: / 


S funtator. cto p20 


wilt Sd oe oo? oe ee 


Sato fu 
sana 


Nees 
— 
fo 

(¢ 


a ea -EIV 


ee fer mducus alm ffola. cayn fram 
Ta aun qunbuca m manu. diet {ein 
dinare fir felam younficalen mame 
bio deo. qpfo madinato fiant Itame 
Ventoubs. uff: dum punter mgat 
fc a tmiais Sc 0 CO Oe 


ieee peeeeeeeeeeeeee ee 


== 6) a a! 
Te 
+,» 2B 


ue 
Zeal 
Sb b> 


—| 
ed oe &) | 


a ica teagan mute 
Bearden. cru 
im quite antes. Quafuuta 


Fou. 29 b 


ean 


I fanar (ps tnedichonen aque que fit 
mt conferatione ecl ie. Qua facta of 
diens os ad alae fanat cum traqua 
biuduta 0 cunt sa lier fi 10.111 nm alta 


ZA WNIT? WINS PRINS 


Ye Foner tc alarm nom 
| (Ce) "us cf fil et fps (Ame. 
foia tur qu ptt tuo. Ci 


Ent 


SEE 


EAA 


il 


] 


DD > 


. 

i [ocapanatimamen n 
nove as ec filtj.cb fpininits 
fant. maguren tance 
cans faluatons Orit notte thei 
‘ae ar amie had 


Fo. 127 


Manuscript No. LXXXVII (CataLocus, H. Y. T. MSS. 
THIRD SERIES) 


POLYBIUS: PEROTTI’S TRANSLATION 


RUTH to say, this volume scarcely deserves its place among “the 

hundred.” It is, however, beautifully written and, though it has no 
provenance, it was, when new, and the binding perfect, quite worthy of 
a corner in some fine library in Rome or Florence. 


Puate LVII. The binding. Original brown stamped leather, re- 
backed and lettered: POLYBII HISTORIARUM LIBRI V LATINE A N. PEROTTI 
REDD, The four clasps are missing, but the sides are in remarkably fine 
preservation. They are of the same pattern, a Venetian one showing 
Oriental influence, with a star-shaped centre and broad spaces above 
and below composed of closely-arranged small saltires and pellets. 
There is a border made up of a tool not infrequently found which bears 
a distant resemblance to a spread eagle. The edges have their original 
gilding and gauffering. 


Prare LVIII, f. 1. A good specimen of the vine ornament so 
fashionable in North Italy in the fifteenth century. Pope Nicholas V, 
to whom the translation is dedicated, was Pope from 1447 to 1455 and 
was a generous patron of young literary men. Perotti was twenty-five 
years old when Nicholas died. 
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Manuscrirt No. 95 (CATALOGUE H. Y. T. MSS. 
SECOND SERIES) 


PORTULANO BY GIOVANNI BENEDETTO 


HIS most interesting volume begins with the arms of Arthur de 
Cossé, brother of Marshal de Brissac (b. 1512, d. 1582), for whom 
doubtless it was produced by G. B., those initials, with the date 1543, 
appearing on the border of the large mappemonde. The “ Portulano” 
was presented to my grandfather, Joseph Brooks Yates, in 1850 by his 
friend, Dr. Moore of Paris, and the initials “ G. B.” remained mysterious 
until Mr. Henri Harrisse identified them as belonging to one Giovanni 
Benedetto, whom some treasury receipts in the reign of Francis I style 
“Jean-Marie dit Benedict, du pays de Siennois, expert en cosmo- 
graphie,” and who was evidently an Italian geographer brought to Paris 
in the service of the King of France. In another receipt he is styled 
“ capitaine de navire.” 


Pirate LIX. Thearms of Marshal de Cossé painted on an additional 
fold of the large mappemonde. Above, in the scrolled border of the 
map, which is of blue and gold, are the initials of the geographer. 


Pirate LX. In this plate is given the American portion of the 
world-map. Here the part belonging to North America is very limited; 
in spite, however, of its rudimentary character, it is far in advance of 
any previous map extant at the time when Benedetto traced it. The 
position and the shape of Labrador, the gulf and the peninsula formed 
by the Baze des Chaleurs and that of Cape Breton; Anticosti with correct 
dimensions and position; Newfoundland above all, which here for the 
first time is shown in one piece and in its true triangular shape, with 
the base of the triangle fronting south and not northwards as previously, 
when the geographers of Dieppe decided to represent it in one piece, 
cause this small map to be a unique production for the middle of the 
sixteenth century. 


2I 


If the eastern portion of North America is important on account 
of its accuracy, the western portion of South America is equally re- 
markable for its wild inaccuracy. The flags of the three great colonizing 
powers of the sixteenth century are displayed on their various pos- 
sessions, Spain and Portugal in South America, Spain and France in 
North America, the flag of England still, of course, invisible in the 
Western world. 
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LIX 


Manuscript No. 96 (CaTaLocuE H. Y. T. MSS. 
SECOND SERIES) 


PORTULANO BY BAPTISTA AGNESE 


HE Genoese cartographer, Baptista Agnese, is known to us only 

by a number of his Portulani, some sixty or seventy, which have 
come down to us. Some of these are signed and dated, the dates rang- 
ing from 1536 to 1564; several, like the present copy, are anonymous; 
but the internal evidence of authorship is so strong that it is impossible 
to believe they are not by the same hand as those which are signed, 
handwriting, dimensions and geographical character being identical. 
These volumes were not meant for sea captains or navigators. They 
were not kept up to the level of the geographical knowledge of their 
dates, no pains being taken to insert the most recent discoveries. They 
were meant to grace the tables of rich merchants or princes, and are 
often, as in the present case, sumptuously bound and adorned with the 
armorial bearings of the owner. The Emperor Charles V seems to 
have presented one to his son Philip, such a volume with appropriate 
arms having occurred in the Spitzer sale when it was sold for more than 
4800. The present copy was bought by Joseph Brooks Yates in Rome 
on 31 March 1826, as an inscription in his handwriting informs us, for 
5 louis or 22 scudi. 


Purate LXIJ. The beautiful Venetian binding of olive morocco, 
with little silver hands for the four clasps. Of the many Portulani 
which I have seen, this is the most luxuriously bound. The coat of 
arms of the owner and his wife or widow are not on the binding but 
occur on folio 2, They are: azure, on a bend or a lion rampant gules, 
underneath is a lozenge-shaped shield, per pale dexter, azure, on a bend 
or a lion rampant gules—sinister quarterly, 1st and 4th, argent, a 
chevron between two birds (martlets?) sable: 2nd.and 3rd, or, a cross 
ancrée gules. 
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